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ments,’  was contributed to the Institution  by Mr. James Brunlees, 
(M. Inst. C. E.), who had succeeded Mr. “Clean as  Engineer of 
the line, and was read before the Institution, on  the  23rd of 
January  1855. Mr. Brogden joined the Society as  an Associate, 
in  May  1852 ; he always evinced the  greatest interest  in its pro- 
ceedings, and whenever he was in  London,  attended the  Meetings 
with regularity  and took part in the proceedings. He  was also a 
Fellow of the Geological Society and a Member of the British 
Association. 

H e  died at his residence, Lightburn House, Ulverstone, on the 
6th of November  1855, at  the  early  age of thirty-two. During 
the course of the day, he  had been inspecting an iron mine, and  it 
is conjectured, that  the stooping posture which he was compelled to 
assume, had produced some injury to the brain. In  the evening 
when about  to leave his house to preside at  a Missionary Meeting  in 
Dalton,  he suddenly  fell down in  an apoplectic fit, and died  in  about 
an hour  afterwards. His  death excited universal sorrow in  the 
neighbourhood, and his memory will  be long  and fondly cherished 
by his numerous and  attached friends. 

H e  was an active and practical  man of business, and  had  an 
extensive and varied  knowledge of men and things. H e  was 
frank, kind, and courteous, not only tc his friends, but  to  all with 
whom his extensive business transactions brought him into contact : 
and  the workmen in his employ, will long regret  the loss of so for- 
bearing  and considerate a master. H e  was ever ready  to co- 
operate  in promoting 0bject.s for the benefit of the town in which 
he lived, and showed the  great interest which he felt in the 
general progress and welfare of the people, by contributing an 
active  support to every measure,  calculated for the  an~elioration of 
their condition, and  the advancement of education. 

MR. ALEXANDER COMRIE was born on the  26th of August, 
1.786, in  the village of Comrie, Perthshire,  N. B., where he re- 
mained until the  year 1803, at which time, the  late Mr. Netlam 
Giles, who  was then  engaged on some surveys in  Scotland, employed 
him as a field assistant, and he was subsequently induced  to 
come to London, by the  late Mr. Francis Giles, (M. Inst. C.E.,) 
with whom he remained for the  long period of twenty-one years, 
during  the  greater  part of which, he  acted as his principal assist- 
ant,  and was employed by him on the extensive surveys throughout 
the  United  Kingdom, which were made, at  that period, for public 
works. 

Vide Minutes of Proceedings Icst. C. E., vol. xiv., p. 230. 
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H e  afterwards commenced business on his own account, and, at 
a very early period of his  career,  obtained the  patronage of Mr. 
J. Walker,  late  President of the  Institution of Civil Engineers, by 
whose  firm he was extensively employed up to the time of his 
death. H e  was also fortunate in enjoying the confidence of many 
eminent  Engineers of the day, amongst whom may be mentioned 
Mr. Rastrick, Sir John  Rennie, Sir William  Cubitt, Mr. Rendel, 
Mr. W. C. Mylne, Mr. Hawkshaw, and  Mr. Borthwick, and was 
frequently employed by various public bodies in the City of 
London. His practice was, to a great extent, confined to  marine 
surveys, for the extreme accuracy of which, he  had  justly  acquired 
an honourable reputation ; but  he was also extensively engaged on 
railway surveys during  the early  period of their history. 

Amongst his  principal surveys were those of the  Harbours of 
Refuge of Jersey, Alderney, and Dover ; of the  Rivers  Thames, 
Mersey, Severn, Avon, Tyne,  Humber, Ouse, Lee, Clyde,  Forth, 
&c. ; Plymouth Sound ; Harbours of Kingston, Belfast, &c. 

H e  surveyed the  Tyne, from Newcastle Bridge  to the  sea, on 
three different occasions : first, in 1813, when under  Mr. Giles, for 
the  late Mr. Rennie; secondly, in 1849-50, for Mr. Rendel;  and 
thirdly,  in 1854, for a Royal Commission appointed  to  inquire 
into  the state of the river, and to report on the various plans that 
had been proposed for its improvement. During  the  latter survey, 
he was exposed to very severe and  trying weather in  the winter, 
and  having  caught a violent cold, was compelled to return  to 
London,  about  the middle of December : his illness gradually in- 
creased, m d  he died at Chelsea, on the  9th of January, 1855, 
in the sixty-ninth year of his  age,  after a long life of unwearied 
industry and perseverance in his  profession. 

H e  became an Associate of the  Institution of Civil  Engineers  in 
1834, and when in London, was a constant attendant at the Meet- 
ings ; although he  rarely took part in the discussions, he always 
evinced much interest in  the proceedings. H e  was a quiet, amiable 
man, scrupulously truthful  and conscientious, and  he deservedly 
acquired the confidence of all with whom he came in contact, as 
his work was so accurate and well performed, as to entitle it to 
implicit reliance. 

MR. WYNDHAM  HARDING, F.R’.S., second son of the Rev. 
J. Harding, rector of Coyty, Glamorganshire, was born in 1817. 
H e  was educated a t  Rugby, under  the late Dr. Amold, of  whom he 
has left a graphic  and  interesting notice in  Mr. Sidney’s ‘Rides on 
Railways,’ and to whom he has justly attributed “ a change  in the 
very spirit of education, reaching beyond the  years of boyhood, or 
the limits of school a-alls.” Of this, indeed, Mr.  Warding was a 
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